NOBLE ESSENCES

dark strength of your travertine palace, impervious to the
light and clamour of the democratic days outside, of waiting
for your moment to emerge, armed in the full panoply of your
strength, then to act swiftly and with decision. He followed
his own advice. For a time he led and acted swiftly. Today
his politics belong to the past, so derided by the Futurists who
supported his actions, whereas his written words, which they
criticised, belong to the present and the future, and are still
there for us to read, their meaning moving and flickering
through the immortal phrases, in the same way that a sala-
mander, in part obscured by the smoke of a great fire, might
be seen to glow.
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